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with France, and could do nothing without money. The Common Penny was heartily disliked by everybody, as, amongst other evils, it involved the assembling of a Diet every year. Maximilian proposed that in its stead, the Estates should raise a permanent army of 34,000 men and provide for its maintenance. After much discussion a compromise was arrived at in July. Instead of a standing army," one was to be formed for six years ; four hundred householders combining to pay and keep one foot-soldier. The citizens of imperial towns, the clergy, and the religious orders were to contribute one florin for each forty florins of income, while the Jews were to be taxed at a florin per head. Barons and Counts of the Empire were to raise one horseman for each 4,000 florins of income, while the Princes were liable for 500 horsemen each. But the most important point which Maximilian had to yield was that a Council of Eegency should be formed, which was to settle matters of finance and war, and even rule the foreign policy, which hitherto had been settled by the Emperor.
This Council, which was a great triumph for Bert-hold of Mainz, was to consist of twenty-one members, of whom two were chosen by the towns of the Empire, sixteen by the Princes and Electors, while Maximilian only named two and the President ; thus leaving the whole power in the hands of the Princes. They even settled the place of meeting, at Niirnberg, and Maximilian, full of anger and disgust, hastened ofi to console himself with hunting in the Tyrol. But the worst was yet to come, when this new Councilu see why thisce. Pirkheimer cannot praise them enough. The mountaineers indy, \\lu».'»r vviiit»\v, D«twai?«-r Ihtrhf . Mar»/arft of York, hrld th<* i u! thr font and fMvr hint n Hplnidid rup inlaid witli
